Thank you for your time in considering my thoughts.  I have done my best to make them worth your time.

Importance of a working democracy and citizen access and involvement in nanotechnology

Such a powerful technology will be utilized to benefit humanity if humanity as a whole is involved.

Nanotechnology will change the way of life of all. The best way that the interests of all can be obtained as this occurs are through enlightened self interest, awareness and cooperation.

Each individual must be given the right and power to ride this wave and do his or her best for humanity as a whole to rise it's highest. For nanotechnology to truly rise individuals must have the power to matter and to take part. Top down management is for corporations and militaries and bygone socialist unions, not free thinking, free flowing democracies.

The knowledge and tools can not be restricted to a few as the technology will become too powerful for a minority to lord over the rest with trust of fairness.

Broad overarching laws must be established for the use of nanotechnology by congress, enforced by the executive branch and justice mediated by the Judicial branch. A level playing field can thus be established where all may contribute and all may matter. The alternative seems to be that the bulk of humanity will be dealt out in this game of cards as they become powerless, incapable and unnecessary.

Citizens need a part in nanotechnology lest nanotechnology eventually need no part of them.

If there isn't some sort of Open Source movement where the populace has access to the tools and technology, the populace is at the mercy of those that do.  Security to protect against rogue use can be developed by people as a whole as people as a whole want the future to be good and evil not to dominate.  Individual self interest can serve the whole if the self interests of the whole are served.

Nanotechnology through democratic participation and use can grow to meet the coming challenges but people need to be able to take part.

Danger of regulatory agencies without separation of powers


I have a strong intuitive fear that agencies are a danger to democratic use and governance of nanotechnology. They are not open. They are not properly accountable to constitutional checks and balances. They are corruptible to the extreme in that one man, the President of the US has great power over the appointments. Judge, jury, executioner and rule maker over who can design, make and use nanotechnology will be a profound power. Our Constitution was written to divide up power. Agencies were created for convenience with little worry as they had little enough power to be concerned about at the time of their creation. This is no longer the case. As our Founders felt it necessary to divide up power into three different branches with what minimal power man had over man in that century, should not the beyond epic power of nanotechnology be divided up with checks and balances?

Given time, Nanotechnology will allow power well beyond the power of misuse of force and taxation. Nanotechnology will shape life, be all seeing, all knowing, all creating and all controlling. It will be a power beyond historical reckoning. Power over nanotechnology must be divided up into Legislative, Judicial and Executive branches. These Branches must be accountable to the People. The only reason they must answer the People is that the People have Nanotechnology and the power to enforce their will.


To withstand Nanotechnology I believe our Government needs to be reformatted to comply with the Constitution literally. There are provisions for changing the Constitution if that does not suit our current and future needs. Reinterpretations not blatantly obvious by the literal writing of the Constitution need to be phased out and the Constitution modified by Constitutional process if need be.

Further argument on citizen participation in nanotechnology

I imagine someday we may be required to have "antivirus" nanomachines protecting us needing to be updated regularly from the provider of our choice.  Every inch of the earth might one day be covered with such protector nanomachines to keep rogue nanomachines from running amuck and wrecking havoc.  We may come home someday to find a new "nanite virus" has reprogrammed our bushes and shrubs to be blue with pink polka dots.  We will adapt and move on. We'll learn to keep backups to restore "our system" to a previously stored state. There will be inconveniences, threats and deaths but we will be free and we will be participating with reality in a meaningful way.  We will still be doing things that matter because each of us has nanomachines to aid us and protect us and to keep us reasonably equal to our neighbors.

From this freedom and participation, nanotechnology and humanity will advance at an extreme pace.

Laws will exist, criminals will exist, taxes will exist, wars will exist, peace will exist.  Humanity shall move on much as it has and perhaps grow wiser.  We will bring life and our dreams beyond this Earth.

